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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The Amendment filed 5 March 2009 has been entered and fully considered. 

2. Claims 17-19 are pending, of which claims 17-19 were amended. The 
amendments of claims 1 7-1 9 are supported by the originally filed disclosure. 

3. The previous drawing objection is withdrawn in light of Applicant's amendments 
to the specification. 

4. The previous specification objections are withdrawn in light of Applicant's 
amendments to the specification. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1 7-1 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Respectively, claim 17 has the phrase "ellipitcal" which is misspelled. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 1 7-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
SEXTON (US 2,853,153) in view of DELANY (US 4,701 ,196), BANDLOW (US 
3,496,704), TEXTORIS (US 3,722,973), and SIGAL (US 2,695,831). 

For instant claims 1 7-1 9 the following in this 1 03(a) section is a general 
analysis of the claims. 

For instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SEXTON implies the cartridge element 
(the filter within filter cell 20) is slid into the duct SEXTON teaches at the figures 
and column 2 lines 46-52 filter cells 20 are inserted into and removed from the 
housing 10 (duct) through an access opening arranged in the front wall 16 and 
normally covered by a sealing plate 27. Also, SEXTON implies the device lifts 
the cartridge element (the filter within filter cell 20) up and bring the cartridge 
element into attachment with the duct, since SEXTON teaches at the figures and 
column 2 lines 30-46, The marginal edges of the cells 20 are compressed 
between an inwardly extending peripheral flange 22 mounted in the upper end of 
the housing 10 and an open faced presser frame 23 vertically moved against the 
lower edges of the cells by a suitable adjusting mechanism; and The adjusting 
mechanism shown includes a horizontal screw 24 journalled on suitable brackets 
in the housing 10 and having oppositely threaded end portions; and Each end 
portion carries a nut 25 pivotally connected to one end of a toggle 26 having its 
opposite end pivotally connected to, the frame 23; and Rotation of the screw 24 
in one direction moves the nuts 25 apart to raise the presser frame 23. 
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It is the Examiners position that a drawer can be defined as a boxlike 
compartment in furniture that can be pulled out and pushed in. Also, it is 
Examiners position that though SEXTON does not specifically describe the filter 
cells as drawers that the filter cells are drawers, since the filter cells fit the 
definition of a drawer and SEXTON teaches at column 1 lines 45-53 that the 
precleaner which is an air filter is a drawer. Also, DELANY teaches at the figures 
and the abstract an inner filter-holding drawer (7) is provided for easy insertion 
and removal from the open front casing portion. 

In further analysis of instant claims 17, 1 8 and 19, SEXTON does not 
specifically teach inclined elliptical holes in the guiding members having a major 
axis that inclines upwardly in the longitudinal direction of the guiding members. 
But, SIGAL teaches at the figures and column 2 lines 20-60 inclined elliptical 
holes (slots 34 and 35) in the guiding members (supports 25 and 26) having a 
major axis that inclines upwardly in the longitudinal direction of the guiding 
members (supports 25 and 26) towards the rear of the table (direction of 
attachment of a cartridge to the duct). Also, SIGAL teaches at the figures and 
column 2 lines 75-80 that the design of the slots imparts both horizontal and 
vertical movement to the drawer. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the drawer mechanism of SIGAL in place of the press of 
SEXTON, since doing so would simplify the movement of SEXTON device; 
providing the drawer mechanism of SIGAL for the horizontal and vertical motion 
of SEXTON would allow a single slide motion to insert the drawer (filter cell 20) 
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where as the device of SEXTON originally requires a slide motion and a crank 
motion to insert and lift the filter cell 20 (drawer). 

Also for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SEXTON does not specifically teach 
sliding rails. But, TEXTORIS teaches at the figures and the abstract and column 
5 lines 5-37 and column 3 lines 1 -37 a drawer flange 40 and lower glide bracket 
45 which ride on flange 1 9 and 21 which are a part of channel 1 3 (sliding rail). 
Similarly, DELANY teaches at the figures and the abstract the drawer end walls 
(44, 45) include external grooves (52) which slide over rails (56). Furthermore, 
TEXTORIS teaches at the figures and the abstract and column 3 lines 35-65 the 
drawer moving vertically held upon pivotal link 26, and pivotal links 26 and 27 are 
attached to the mounting plate 24 (guiding member). Similarly, SIGAL teaches at 
the figures and column 2 lines 20-81 the drawer held by the pins 22 and 23 
moves vertically, and the pins 22 and 23 are attached to the supports 25 and 26 
(guiding members). As well, SIGAL teaches at the figures and column 2 lines 
10-25 the pins 22 and 23 in the plate 21. Similarly, TEXTORIS teaches at the 
figures and column 3 lines 40-65 the pivotal links 26 and 27 attached to the 
inside wall 16. Also, BANDLOW teaches at the figures and column 3 lines 35-50 
the tracks 22 rollably support the drawer on the guide rollers 20 (sliding rail) and 
the drawer is guided and rollably supported for movement to an extended 
position. So, it would have been obvious to provide the rectilinear movement 
mechanism (sliding rails) of TEXTORIS which mainly comprises of channel 13 
and glides with the combination of drawer mechanism of SIGAL and filter cell 20 
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of SEXTION, since extending a drawer's position provides easier access to the 
contents of the drawer, and BANDLOW teaches at the figures and column 3 lines 
35-50 that tracks 22 rollably support the drawer on the guide rollers 20 (sliding 
rail) and the drawer is guided and rollably supported for movement to an 
extended position. 

For instant claims 17, 18 and 19 the following in this 103(a) section is a 
more detailed analysis of the claims and is supported by the general analysis of 
the claims above in this 103(a) section. 

For instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SEXTON implies at the figures and 
column 2 lines 20-50 guiding member (frame 23) fixed in a longitudinal direction 
under a bottom of an elongated duct (conduit 17). Also, SIGAL implies at the 
figures and column 2 lines 20-50 spaced guiding members (25 and 26) that are 
fixed in a longitudinal direction. 

For instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SIGAL teaches at the figures inclined 
elliptical holes in the guiding members having a major axis that inclines upwardly 
in a direction of toward the rear of the table (a direction of attachment of a 
cartridge to the duct). 

Also for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SIGAL implies rail (plate 21) located 
in the guiding member (25) having connecting holes adjacent the inclined elliptic 
holes in the guiding member, coupling devices (pins) that extend through the 
inclined elliptical holes and the connecting holes to couple the rail to the guiding 
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member, since SIGAL teaches at the figures and column 2 lines 20-65 pin 23 in 
the plate 21 is slidably inserted in the upper slot 34 (which is a part of 25) and the 
pin 22 similarly inserted in the lower slot 35 (which is a part of 25). 

Also for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SIGAL implies at figure 3 and 
column 1 lines 55-65 and column 2 lines 20-65 the coupling devices (pins) being 
slidable in the inclined elliptical holes (34 and 35) and being located at a lower 
part of the inclined elliptical holes when the drawer is in an open position 
(analogous to claimed position the cartridge element is detached from the duct). 

Additionally for instant claim 1 7, SIGAL implies at figure 3 and column 1 
lines 55-65 and column 2 lines 20-65 the coupling devices (pins) being slidable in 
the inclined elliptical holes (34 and 35) and at an upper part of the inclined 
elliptical holes (34 and 35) when the drawer is in a closed position (analogous to 
claimed position when the cartridge element is attached to the duct). 

Furthermore for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, the figure 7 depicts and the 
specification describes at page 1 1 paragraph 2 sliding member (16) as a means 
for installing a cartridge element (15) between the sliding rails (13) for movement 
with the rails. Instant claim 18 describes that the sliding member (16) has a hole. 
SEXTON depicts at figure 2 the filter cell (20) is a container with filter material 
and an upper and lower holes. A structural similarity between the sliding 
member (1 6) and the container of the filter cell (20) of SEXTON is that they both 
have a hole. 
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Also for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, TEXTORIS teaches at the figures 
and the abstract and column 3 lines 1-5 and column 3 lines 35-65 channel 13 
(sliding rails) are slid under the surface of the furniture. 

Additionally for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SIGAL teaches at the figures 
and column 2 lines 23-81 the coupling devices (pins 22 and 23) slide in the 
inclined elliptical holes to lift (i.e vertical movement of) the drawer. 

For instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SEXTON does not specifically teach 
wherein a sliding member that has a hole in which a cartridge element is 
inserted. But, SEXTON depicts at figure 2 the filter cell (20) is a container with 
filter material and an upper and lower holes. Therefore, the filter cell of SEXTON 
is structurally capable of wherein the container of the filter cell (sliding member) 
has a hole in which a filter (cartridge element) is inserted. 

Additionally for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, in analysis of the cartridge 
element is supported by the rails, DELANY teaches at the figures and the 
abstract the drawer end walls (44, 45) include external grooves (52) which slide 
over rails (56). Similarly, TEXTORIS implies at the figures and the abstract and 
column 3 lines 1-5 and column 3 lines 35-65 the drawer is supported by the 
channel 13 (rails). 

Also for instant claims 17, 18 and 19, DELANY teaches at the figures and 
the abstract that the drawer (7) is between the rails (56). Similarly, TEXTORIS 
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implies at the figures and the abstract and column 3 lines 1-5 and column 3 lines 
35-65 the drawer is between the channel 13 (rails) 

For instant claims 17, 18 and 19, SEXTON teaches at the figures and 
column 2 lines 45-52 a filter (plate-type cartridge element). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments, see page 7 paragraph 4, filed 5 March 2009, with respect 
to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 17-19 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of SEXTON (US 
2,853,153) in view of DELANY (US 4,701 ,196), BANDLOW (US 3,496,704), TEXTORIS 
(US 3,722,973), and SIGAL (US 2,695,831), necessitated by amendment. 

9. Applicant's remaining arguments with respect to claims 17-19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by 
amendment. 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. FREDERICK (US 2,565,845) 4 November 1 946 Drawer with Rails. 
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B. ANDREWS (US 3,593,503) 20 July 1 971 Filtering Apparatus. 

C. MACDONNELL (US 3,830,042) 20 August 1 974 Rectangular Filter Bag. 

D. WILSON (US 5,156,660) 20 October 1992 Filter Apparatus. 

E. MOORE (US 6,61 3,1 1 5) 2 September 2003 Conical Dust Collector. 

F. NEUMANN et al. (US 4,472,184) 18 September 1984 Support and 
Holding Frame for Air Filtering Element. 

G. MILLARD (US 4,746,339) 24 May 1988 Pleated Filtering Apparatus. 

H. SCHNEIDER et al. (US 2002/01 12458 A1) 22 August 2002 Air Filtering 
System 

I. RESSE (US 3,627,398) 14 December 1971 Storage Apparatus. 

J. WITTEMEIER (US 1,521,576)5 January 1921 Air Filter Arranged on an 
Incline. 

K. ROGGERO (US 2,547,597) 23 May 1 946 Shelving Structure. 

L. MERRYWEATHER (US 1 ,841 ,250) 1 0 September 1 928 Furnace Filter. 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANTHONY SHUMATE whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5546. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571 )272-1 1 66. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DUANE SMITH/ 
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